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manufacture and the narrowing of the margin of profit, the
proprietors of the two systems of collodion-spinning have
decided to abandon all idea of'manufacturing by these systems
in this country.1 We leave the discussion of the industrial
problem at this point.
In regard to other developments based upon the excep-
tional character and properties of the sulphocarbonate, their
further discussion will exemplify no general principles; and as
regards technical detail they have been dealt with in the papers
previously noticed.
As a purely general question, if there is to be any industry
in these ' artificial' forms of cellulose, commensurate with the
magnitude that usually belongs to the cellulose industries, it
must come by way of a plastic or soluble form prepared at
low cost, and conserving the essential molecular properties of
the cellulose aggregate. These are the particular features of
the sulphocarbonate. The obvious difficulties in the way
of its industrial applications are those caused by the presence
of alkali and sulphur compounds. These are dealt with by
appropriate chemical means; but the fact that there is a special
chemistry of the product has rendered its industrial progress
slow. The work of the last five years in this, as in other appli-
cations of cellulose in its many derived forms, has resulted in
a considerable addition to the domain of practical chemistry.
Further developments will make an increasing demand
upon our grasp of the fundamental constitutional problems,
to which it is the main purpose of the present volume to
contribute.
1 The recent failure of a French company founded for the exploita-
tion of the cuprammonium process may be taken as showing that it
presents very considerable technical difficulties. It is a matter of common
knowledge that this company estimated the costs of production to be such
as to enable the product to be sold at 12 fr. per kilo., whereas the costs
actually obtaining were a large multiple of this figure.
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